
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ by Tamiko Porter 

 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦŦ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ [ƛǎŀ .ǳŎƘƘƻƭȊΣ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 

service. She did a wonderful job steering the executive board and was a great resource 

for me as we transitioned to the new year. A personal highlight from last year was working 

with her and those on the sub-committee to plan the Chemistry for Life networking 

session at the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students. It was a joy 

having a hand in connecting young chemists with professionals in academia and industry. 

This is just one of the ten well-received events that we submitted for ChemLuminary nominations (listed 

belowύΦ LǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ нлму ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

Transitioning into thoughts about 2019, I have to say that I am veǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άbƻ 

.ŜƭƭŜǎέ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ōȅ 5ǊΦ YŜƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ ŀǘ 

Heritage. In March, the Local SŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ōƻƻǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ άtŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ Iƛ ¢ŜŎƘέ ŀǘ /ƻƴƴŜǊ tǊŀƛǊƛŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

month will wrap up on a high note with the USNCO LS exam and the SEFI Hoosier Science and Engineering 

Fair. Other events on the horizon include Awards night, Baseball Night and NCW Chemistry Day to name 

a few. ThŜ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΣ and future issues of the Accelerator will highlight 

all section activities.  

This is also a year of celebration as chemists worldwide celebrate the 150th year of the periodic table. 

²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ see how everyone in our section is recognizing this monumental occasion. Please share 

pictures and details to our social media and email accounts. The party will continue into 2020 as it will be 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Bicentennial. The Local Section already is making plans on being involved in this 

celebration on including the and will be sharing more information in the future.  

I appreciate the opportunity to serve as chair and to work with the executive committee. One goal I have 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ LΩŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ 

more with members from outside the Indianapolis metro area and student affiliates. I hope to start by 

meeting many of you at our upcoming events and at the Central Regional Meeting in June. Thanks! 
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ChemLuminary Award Nominations for 2018 

Event Category 

Advocating for Science, how to talk 
with your elected officials 

ACS President's Award for Local Section Government 
Affairs 

Central Elementary Science Day, 
Chemistry is Radical 

Best Ongoing Senior Activity in a Local Section that 
Benefits the Community, Local Schools, or Legislative 
Government 

Peter Banks Music & Chemistry Part II Most Innovative New Activity or Program 

Celebrate Science Indiana Local Section Partnership Award 

Local Section and National Chemistry 
Olympiad (USNCO) Exams 

Outstanding U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad 

The Chemistry of Cheese Outstanding Continuing Public Relations Program of 
a Local Section 

Chemistry for Life at the Annual 
Biomedical Research Conference for 
Minority Stu 

Outstanding Leadership Development Program 

Ignite Your Superpower Outstanding Women Chemists Local Section Event 

NCW Chemistry Day Outstanding Ongoing NCW Event 

Indiana Section ACS Awards Night Outstanding High School Student Program Award 

 

The Executive Committee meets the second Monday of each month at 6:00 pm at The Center (6320 Intech 

Way, Indianapolis, IN 46278).  All Local Section members are encouraged to come and join us to learn about 

the programs and events our section sponsors.  Meetings usually last for 2 hours.  Dinner is provided before 

the meeting.  Please let us know if you plan to attend so we have a headcount.  You can contact our 2019 

Chair, Tamiko Porter at tnp@IUPUI.edu. 

 

2019 Executive Committee                                        
Chair  Tamiko Porter 

Past Chair  Lisa Buchholz 

Chair-Elect  Debra Feakes 

Treasurer  Arvind Jaganathan  

Secretary  Christine Skaggs 

Councilors  Rob Sammelson, Robert Pribush, Beth Lorsbach, Brian Mathes 

Alternate Councilors  Tom Xiao, Erin Dotlich, Tony Trullinger, Linda Osborn 

At Large Member  Greg Smith, Anne Wilson, Maria Alvim-Gaston 

   

2019 Committee Chairs 
2023 NMLT Strategic Planning                      Frederique Deiss                         

Assistant Newsletter  Andrea Moberly 

mailto:tnp@IUPUI.edu
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Awards  Katherine Stickney 

Celebrate Science Indiana  Julie Austin 

Chemistry + Humanities  Anne Wilson 

Chemistry Olympiad  Jianping Huang   

Education and Olympiad  Robert Pribush ς looking for successor in training  

Election Chair  Matt Gardlik 

Grants  Ann Cutler 

Think Like a Molecule Poster Session  Meghan McLeod 

K-12 Outreach  Erica Posthuma-Adams 

Kids & Chemistry    Brian Mathes                           

Membership Affairs  Jordan Knotts 

National Chemistry Week  Melissa Lee, Dan Klosowski 

Newsletter ς Editor and Design  Julie Austin 

Project SEED  Elmer Sanders, Josh Taylor 

Public Relations Chair   Norman Sesi 

Science Day at Ball State  Ryan Jeske 

Social Media  Erica Posthuma-Adams and Larry Sernyk 

Honorary Trustees  Anne Hunt, Dawn Brooks, Sibel Selcuk 

Webmaster  Abraham Hentz  

Women Chemists  Carmin Burrell 

Younger Chemists Committee  Tejas Shaw 

 

   In this edition of the Accelerator:   
 

/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ς page 1      

2019 Awards Banquet ς page 4 

Indy Project SEED Students at the Boston National Meeting ς page 5 

You Be the Chemist Middle School Challenges Take Place in Indianapolis ς page 9 

Fundamentals and Actions to Position Plastics for a More Sustainable World ς page 15 

Congratulations to Dr. Maria Alvim-Gaston! ς page 18 

What ACS can do for its industry members ς page 19 

ACS Invited to Science Night at Decatur Township - page 20 

Local Section Volunteer Appreciation Night ς page 21 
It Takes a Village to Run the Hoosier Science and Engineering Fair - page 21 

 

ϝϝϝ/ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ оǊŘ нлмф !/{ !ŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƻǊϝϝϝ 
/ƻǊǘŜǾŀ !ƎǊƛ{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƴǎ !/{ 5ŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴŜǊ /ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ wƛƴǎƪƻǊ¢a 

 

In the previous edition of the Accelerator, I wrote that the new weed killer is derived from rice.  Thank 

you to Joshua Taylor for notifying me that RinskorTM is actually designed for rice to improve its 
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production while reducing environmental impact.  My apologies to the Corteva team for getting this 

information wrong and thank you for your commitment to green design.    

 

 

The 2019 Awards Banquet  

The annual Indiana Section American Chemical Society Awards Banquet 

will be held on Wednesday, May 22, at the University of Indianapolis 

Schwitzer Student Center, UIndy Hall A. At this event, we will recognize 

our 50- and 60-year ACS members, student and school awardees from 

the March 2019 Indiana Local Section USNCO Exam, and other awardees 

in our section. 

The schedule for the evening is: 

5:30 PM ς doors open 

6:00 PM ς dinner 

6:45 PM ς keynote speaker 

7:00 PM ς awards presentation 

University of Indianapolis is located at 1400 E. Hanna Avenue, and the specific address for Schwitzer 

Student Center is 1400 Campus Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46227. 

Parking is free (recommended lots are Lot # 11 and Lot # 14). A map of the University of Indianapolis 

campus and driving directions can be found at: 

http://www.uindy.edu/map -and-directions 

 There is no cost for this event for all attendees. RSVP by May 19 via Eventbrite at the following link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american -chemical-society-indiana-section-awards-banquet-tickets-

57137462689 

Questions? Contact Kathy Stickney at kstickney@uindy.edu or 317-788-3552. 

 

 

 

http://www.uindy.edu/map-and-directions
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-chemical-society-indiana-section-awards-banquet-tickets-57137462689
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-chemical-society-indiana-section-awards-banquet-tickets-57137462689
mailto:kstickney@uindy.edu
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acs.org%2Fvoty&data=02%7C01%7Clmbuchholz%40dow.com%7C37fb542966d34aae206608d67c0136e3%7Cc3e32f53cb7f4809968d1cc4ccc785fe%7C0%7C0%7C636832741988870180&sdata=oGrYLZn7Ak%2Bmj1M6j7tHf0Kh4LTVRU0aOEU09OVx7d4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acs.org%2Fcontent%2Facs%2Fen%2Fmembership-and-networks%2Facs%2Fgetinvolved.html&data=02%7C01%7Clmbuchholz%40dow.com%7C37fb542966d34aae206608d67c0136e3%7Cc3e32f53cb7f4809968d1cc4ccc785fe%7C0%7C0%7C636832741988870180&sdata=jZM5Bap7mcH5EBYrAgMADurr9iPZWQl2RribfyrQWFQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffs10.formsite.com%2FACS_Outreach%2FVOTYawardee%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7Clmbuchholz%40dow.com%7C37fb542966d34aae206608d67c0136e3%7Cc3e32f53cb7f4809968d1cc4ccc785fe%7C0%7C0%7C636832741988880193&sdata=p30MQlyp%2Fsay%2BpWa9RLOgRqTXxM9mOU0DtgCm%2Fb9anI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffs10.formsite.com%2FACS_Outreach%2FVOTYphotographer%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7Clmbuchholz%40dow.com%7C37fb542966d34aae206608d67c0136e3%7Cc3e32f53cb7f4809968d1cc4ccc785fe%7C0%7C0%7C636832741988880193&sdata=mSqdgcE4kqO5h7jV4rzR5gLen%2BkVQ3qSN6UwM7XrwHU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:outreach@acs.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acs.org%2Fvoty&data=02%7C01%7Clmbuchholz%40dow.com%7C37fb542966d34aae206608d67c0136e3%7Cc3e32f53cb7f4809968d1cc4ccc785fe%7C0%7C0%7C636832741988870180&sdata=oGrYLZn7Ak%2Bmj1M6j7tHf0Kh4LTVRU0aOEU09OVx7d4%3D&reserved=0
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Indy Project SEED Students at the Boston National Meeting 
With contributions by Elmer Sands and the Project Seed students 

 
Photos: https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1ZMNz-q24HzFRIOWRSE-aJG7HRoy-C8Fp   

It was an honor for a group of Project SEED students to attend the ACS National Meeting in Boston to 

celebrate the 50th anniversary since SEED started in 1968.  In addition to meeting nearly over 100 students 

from other programs across the nation, they met the national leadership for Project SEED and Nobel Prize 

Winner Fraser Stoddard.  They also presented at the Monday night Sci-Mix poster at the TD Garden. As all 

but one student had just started their senior year, we made the trip into a college visit to MIT, Harvard 

and Boston U. 

I personally am very tƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ 

the students to see the bigger picture of the Project SEED program and the broad scope and reach of the 

ACS membership.  The students are all looking forward to attending the 100th anniversary celebration! 

All the details for the celebration 

were carefully organized, including 

delicious cake! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1ZMNz-q24HzFRIOWRSE-aJG7HRoy-C8Fp
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On the left is former 

Executive Director 

Madeleine Jacobs with 

Nobel Prize Winner Fraser 

Stoddard and past Project 

SEED participants from 

around the nation from 

1968 to now.  The young 

lady next to Dr. Stoddard is 

Richa Sharma MD from Indy 

SEED 2002 who graduated 

from the IU School of 

Medicine, completed 

residency, now a Fellow at 

{ǘΦ WǳŘŜΩǎΦ 

 

 

 

From left to Right: Grace King, Feven Welde, Sherlyn Lopez-Contreras, Fraser Stoddard, Giancarlo 

Irizarry, Mohamed Naji, Alondra Salazar, Elmer Sanders 
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Nobel Prize Winner Fraser Stoddard surrounded by Project SEED interns from around the nation. 

Feven Welde 

άL ŀƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘhe opportunity to attend the Boston National Meeting, with the help of the 

Indiana ACS, because I got to meet a variety of well-accomplished individuals who all took their separate 

journeys to get to where they are. The experience alone of being in Boston was amazing, there was so 

much to learn about the people there and we met many people and made connections, just by walking 

on the street. I will never forget the memories I had with an amazing group of people in Boston. I got the 

opportunity to meet a wide range of people from fellow high school students to Nobel Peace Prize 

Chemistry winners. It was astonishing to learn more about chemistry, and the way people have discovered 

their true passion within the field as well. Thank you, Indiana ACS, for making this opportunity possible. It 

ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΗέ 

Mohamed Naji 

άL ŀƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ !/{ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǘƻƴ 

National Meeting because of the opportunities that were given to me on 

this trip. I was able to experience meeting very successful people who were 

have accomplished what I want to do in my future which was cool and eye-

opening. I was also given the opportunity to go to major city, as I have been 

nowhere outside of Indiana. We got to meet students who were from other 

schools and cities that were also interested in what we liked and saw in 

science. Throughout this trip I learned about the many possibilities and new 

openings that are in the field of science and what they can bring. I would 

not have been able to experience an event like this without the support of 

the ACS Indiana Support and the SEED Program, as well as my mentors.  

 This photo to me is meaningful because of the feeling I got to be able to 

present my research in TD Garden for such a large event. It meant a lot to 

ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎΦέ 
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Alondra Salazar  

άL ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 

to attend the 256th ACS National Meeting in Boston. Going to Boston for a few days was a very unique 

experience and so much fun. Not only did I get the opportunity to meet many professionals but got to 

spend time with friends, go to MIT and got to see how beautiful Boston is. I would have not been able to 

Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ !/{ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ {995Φέ 

 

From left to right; Grace King, Feven W, Alondra Salazar (me), Mohamed Nani, Giancarlo Irizarry.  

¢Ƙƛǎ Lǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

picture.  

Sherlyn Contreras 

άL ŀƳ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ !/{Ωǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻwed me to attend the Boston National 

Meeting. This experience not only allowed me to share the fantastic research I have conducted last 

summer but it also allowed me to experience the beauty of Boston. Presenting at the convention provided 

me the opportunity to exercise and consequently grow my communication skills. I had to effectively 

express my research to many established professors and individuals. Of course, I was nervous, but I was 

also excited to be surrounded by peers and adults that were as fascinated with research as I was. 

Additionally, I was exposed to the research of these individuals. This trip also allowed to experience the 

expansiveness of the Boston culture that manifested in the food, historical momentums, and people. The 
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city was breathtaking and the peers that accompany me made the trip even more fun. I became friends 

with fellow interns that I never got the chance to know. These friendships would complete my Boston 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦ ά 

Giancarlo Irizarry  

άL ŀƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǘƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Meeting. During a few days that I participated in the National Meeting, I learned how the Project SEED 

Internship is a family or team that helps people who are interested in science. This experience allowed 

me to face my fear of public speaking, which has helped me in my career as a student during this school 

year. Furthermore, I was able to meet a fellow Puerto Rican named Rocio Del Mar Aviles, which made a 

motivational speech about science.  

The ACS Boston National Meeting 

made me realized two very important 

things. Firstly, if I keep working and 

studying extremely hard I can finish a 

degree in science, which will allow me 

to attend a meeting like this one. 

Secondly, I realized that in this big 

world where everyone is different 

there is a great number of people that 

share my same interests, ideas, and 

philosophy. During the trip to Boston, I 

had the opportunity to learn about 

Quincy Market, the history of the 13 

colonies, and our founding fathers. The 

best part of the trip to Boston was 

meeting the chemist and winner of the 

Nobel Prize in Chemistry, Fraser 

Stoddart. Thus, I will never forget the 

extraordinary experience the American 

Chemical Society National Meeting in 

.ƻǎǘƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜΦέ  

 

You Be the Chemist Middle School Challenges Take Place in 

Indianapolis 
Submitted by: Lindsey Horty 

The You Be the Chemist local middle school challenges took place in February and March around the state 

of Indiana. The You Be the Chemist challenges are organized by the Chemical Education Foundation and 

local organizers across the country with the mission of promoting science education and STEM careers to 

middle school students. Students participate by answering chemistry-based questions on topics including 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acs.org%2Fvoty&data=02%7C01%7Clmbuchholz%40dow.com%7C37fb542966d34aae206608d67c0136e3%7Cc3e32f53cb7f4809968d1cc4ccc785fe%7C0%7C0%7C636832741988870180&sdata=oGrYLZn7Ak%2Bmj1M6j7tHf0Kh4LTVRU0aOEU09OVx7d4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acs.org%2Fcontent%2Facs%2Fen%2Fmembership-and-networks%2Facs%2Fgetinvolved.html&data=02%7C01%7Clmbuchholz%40dow.com%7C37fb542966d34aae206608d67c0136e3%7Cc3e32f53cb7f4809968d1cc4ccc785fe%7C0%7C0%7C636832741988870180&sdata=jZM5Bap7mcH5EBYrAgMADurr9iPZWQl2RribfyrQWFQ%3D&reserved=0
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experimental design, measurements, matter, 

atomic structure, the periodic table, and 

laboratory equipment. Indiana hosted local 

challenges in Evansville, Indianapolis North, 

Indianapolis South, and South Bend this year. The 

top winners from each local challenge will 

advance to the state challenge on April 13th in 

Indianapolis. 

The Indianapolis challenges were hosted by 

Corteva Agriscience (Indianapolis North, Larry 

Sernyk organizer) and University of Indianapolis 

(Indianapolis South, Lindsey Horty organizer). We 

would like to recognize the students and teachers 

who participated and congratulate those top 

winners who will advance to the state challenge. 

Participating Indianapolis Schools: 

School Educator 

Chapel Hill 7th and 8th Grade Center Vicki Jarrett 

Creekside Middle School Cheryl Ruetz 

Eman Schools Tabby McLain 

Fishback Creek Public Academy Ashley DeVince 

Lebanon Middle School Michele Shultz 

Lynhurst 7th and 8th Grade Center Ashley Pepelea 

Mt. Vernon Middle School Krissy Monagle 

New Palestine Junior High School Mary Jones 

St. Barnabas Catholic School Kristen Dial 

St. Jude Catholic School Lauren Greves 

Sycamore School David Schuth 

Western Middle School, Kokomo Peggy Obermeyer 

Zionsville Middle School Derek Grimm 

 

 



Page 11  Accelerator ς April 2019 
 
 

 
 

Top Students Advancing to the State Challenge: 

First Name Last Name School 

Anna Elpers St. Jude Catholic School 

Andrew Baugh St. Jude Catholic School 

Ashley Young Zionsville Middle School 

Dakota Dugan New Palestine Junior High School 

Dawson Anderson Mt. Vernon Middle School 

Hanna Warren Sycamore School 

Hannah Taylor New Palestine Junior High School 

Hadyn Ball St. Jude Catholic School 

Jackson Roesler Chapel Hill 7th and 8th Grade Center 

Jacob Eilenstine Lynhurst 7th and 8th Grade Center 

Jalilyah Bell Lynhurst 7th and 8th Grade Center 

Kavya Chheda Sycamore School 

Laila Abdelwahab Eman Schools 

Landon Niles New Palestine Junior High School 

Lucca Mo Creekside Middle School 

Mallory Clemens Chapel Hill 7th and 8th Grade Center 

Mason Durbin New Palestine Junior High School 

Matthew Johnson St. Jude Catholic School 

Mimi Copeland Zionsville Middle School 

Noah Meroueh Creekside Middle School 

Walker Gollapudi Sycamore School 

Yucheng Wang Creekside Middle School 

Zane Kale St. Barnabas Catholic School 
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Indianapolis North Participants 

 

Indianapolis North Participating Students Answering Questions 

 

Indianapolis North Top Students 
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Indianapolis South Participants 

 

Indianapolis South Participating Students Answering Questions 

 

Indianapolis South Top Students 
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Mark your calendars for 2020! 

 

 


