United States National Chemistry Olympiad

Local Section Exam

Indiana Section of the American Chemical Society

2020 First Year Examination Rules 

1.
The Education Committee of the Indiana Section of the American Chemical Society will conduct the examination and judge the results. Their decisions will be final.

Eligibility and Selection

2.
Any student that has taken one year or less of a formal high school chemistry course is eligible.  Students who have completed one year of high school chemistry and are enrolled in a second high school course must take the Advanced Examination. Students in the 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grades are eligible, although students in lower grades may participate with permission of the examination directors.  All registered students have agreed to the rules and conditions of this competition.

Conduct of Examination

3.
Any participating student must take the examination at the announced time and place.

4.
Only nonprogrammable scientific calculators will be allowed. No graphing calculators, smart phones, or calculators with stored programs, constants, or inter-calculator communication features will be permitted. All cell phones and pagers must be powered “off” during the examination period.

5.
No periodic tables or supplementary material may be used during the examination other than those provided.

6.
Any student who cheats, uses inappropriate materials, or plagiarizes work will be disqualified from the competition. In addition, no school with disqualified students will be eligible for team awards.

Award Structure

7.
Placement awards of $100 and a plaque will be awarded to students with the top three examination scores.  Ties will not be broken.  If two students tie for first place, no second-place award will be given; if two students tie for second place, no third-place award will be given, etc.
8.
A plaque will be awarded to those students scoring in the top 10% of those students who sat for the exam.

9.
A Certificate of Participation will be given to all students completing the examination.
10.
School Awards will go to the top five schools based on the total of the 3 best scores. Each of the top five schools will receive one membership in the American Association of Chemistry Teachers or the equivalent toward membership in the American Chemical Society and a plaque.
11.
The top scoring student in each school that has at least three students sit for the exam will be given a recognition nameplate that will be mounted on a school plaque that will be given to the school the first year in which that school competes in the exam.
12.
Any student participants and/or award recipients and participating teachers agree that their name and institutional affiliation may be used in press releases or other relevant publications on media or available through the Internet.


